Dear Editor,

The small Italian municipality of Vò, located in the Veneto region, northeast of Italy, with a population of nearly 3200 inhabitants, suffered the first COVID-19-related death of the country on February 21, 2020. Immediately, the small town was strictly quarantined for 14 days and all population underwent a two-round testing for SARS-CoV-2 by nasopharyngeal swab, becoming a unique epidemiological experiment for studying COVID-19 infection.

Recently, Lavezzo et al. [@bib0001] reported the epidemiological and clinical data of the Vò population at the two time points, demonstrating that the prevalence of the infection dropped from 2.6 to 1.2% at the second screening. Unexpectedly, 42.5% of the confirmed SARS-CoV-2 infections were asymptomatic and did not develop any clinical signs of the disease afterwards. Furthermore, the authors did not find any statistical differences between the viral load of symptomatic and asymptomatic subjects, proving the pivotal role of asymptomatic individuals in spreading the pathogen.

Although in a different scenario, the Vò investigation resembles the famous and well-known "Framingham" study (FHS), which was performed in the middle of the past century in the town of Framingham, Massachusetts [@bib0002]. The FHS was designed to characterize the epidemiology, prevention and treatment of cardiovascular disease (CVD) and even now, it represents the most comprehensive cohort study investigating the aetiology of the CVD.

Both FHS and Vò investigation are prospective observational cohort studies, which represent the most appropriate method to investigate diseases with a subclinical phase and a significant impact on public health.

The FHS was aimed to identify determinants of CVD to guide public health prevention, as well as to identify their natural history. Similarly, the "Vò study", by its methodology, has clearly demonstrated that the extensive testing, independently from the presence of COVID-19-related symptoms, together with the accurate and prompt isolation of the SARS-CoV-2 positive subjects represent the most effective measures to limit the widespread diffusion of the infection and to contain new outbreaks of the virus.

Analogously to the FHS, the "Vò study" researchers will set further investigations to better characterize the epidemiological features of the SARS-COv-2 infection, by evaluation of gene variants at the population level, and their potential implications in susceptibility or resistance to the infection [@bib0003]. These results will surely help the development of novel therapeutic approaches and of effective vaccine.

The FHS extended its observations to the second and third generation of the original sample population, in order to integrate the natural course of the CVD and of the cardiovascular risk factors with social and economic issues. Similarly, the Vò community should undergo a continuous, repetitive and extensive nasopharyngeal swab testing to monitor the post-pandemic incidence of new cases and to understand how to prevent further outbreaks. Indeed, considering the worldwide impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and the burden of SARS-CoV-2 infection on world economy, the results of the "Vò study" and their subsequent implications make this study the Framingham study of the 21^st^ century.
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